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The theme of change in the shining house by Alice Munro
Have you ever felt that you need a change in your life? Was it easy to make the change? How did you effect the change? Did you face any challenges in effecting the change? What drove you to make the change? Well, change is inevitable in life but it comes with a cost. Sometimes it is difficult to leave the old ways and embrace new ones. This is demonstrated in Alice Munro’s short story “the shining houses”.  Change is one of the main themes addressed in the story. This text explores the theme of change in Alice Munro’s short story “the shining houses”. It demonstrates how it is difficult to effect change and how some people are stubborn and not ready to embrace change.
The building of the story within the new subdivision shows that change is inevitable and that it affects people’s ways of life and attitude towards the past. The story introduces us to Mrs. Fullerton who is the only old member of the Garden house neighborhood. She lives in the old ways and it is also very apparent that her neighbors isolate her because they want to maintain the news ways which shows they believe that any association with Mrs. Fullerton will tarnish. Alice Munro introduces modernity in the story from the build of the houses present in the story, and the neighborhood in which the story takes place. 
Mrs. Fullerton is the only character in the story that the writer describes as old. She is still a resident in the older houses present within the neighborhood and her new neighbors who occupy the newer houses are not so impressed with that fact (Munro, 2). They want to sign a lease so that her house can be demolished from the neighborhood. This is a very weird balance since, in normal circumstances, the older people deserve respect from the younger people. The opposite, however, is what is demonstrated in the story when the neighbors go to the extremes so that they can eliminate Mrs. Fullerton from the neighborhood. This shows that they are moving from the old/past ways of life to explore new living without any hindrance. The exclusion of Mrs. Fullerton by her neighbors from every activity that they indulge in shows the attitude of the new generation towards the old ways, and the diversity that is present between the two generations. 
The new ways have made people lose their self-independence. This is evident where Mrs. Fullerton lives her life as per her rules without wanting any approvals from her neighbors. Her independence has even made her to not mind the exclusion. The new neighbors, however, are very much dependent on each other's opinions that they wouldn't want to be excluded from any event in the neighborhood whatsoever, including Mary who sees herself as the second most excluded person after Mrs. Fullerton (Munro, 2). Change has played a major apparent role in the ways of living of people as illustrated by Alice Munro. People have bad attitudes and seem to think that the only way to fit in is by embracing the change, it doesn't matter whether or not it is the good type. An example is seen from Mary who is supposed to be Mrs. Fullerton’s friend in the neighborhood. She doesn’t defend Mrs. Fullerton’s rightful place in the neighborhood when the others are discussing and signing for the abolition of her house. She decides that if she sides with them, she wouldn’t be isolated as much as Mrs. Fullerton is.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story takes place at a Children's birthday party. The party shows the change in the way of living in the new generation. Mrs. Fullerton doesn't understand what all the fuss is for because she had already raised her children. Differences in the generations are present which shows that change is inevitable. The appearance difference in the houses is another instance of change in the story. Mrs. Fullerton's house is old and may appear sooty but the new houses shine plus the author describes them as very beautiful (Munro, 3). An instance can be seen when Mary says that every time she comes out of Mrs. Fullerton’s compound, she always felt like she was passing through the barricades and as she walks down the road to Edith’s birthday party she released the name of the road had been changed from Wicks Road to Heather Drive. The name of the subdivision had also been changed to Garden Place (Munro, 3).
In conclusion, Change has been well demonstrated in Alice Munro's short story of the shinning house. It is evident that change is inevitable and that it comes with diversified implications for those that embrace it. Not all change is bad but how it is handled is what matters. For example, Mrs. Fullerton is said to be selling eggs at high prices compared to the prices sold at the supermarket. It is also said that a supermarket will be built within the neighborhood. This news doesn’t make Mrs. Fullerton so happy but since there is nothing she can do about it, she accepts it and moves on, another proof of how self –sufficient she is.
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